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Modeling Manitowoc 
County Railroads

Richard Hanke
Research To the Model

Goal:
n Model the C&NW Ry in the late 1940’s to 

the early 1950’s in Manitowoc County
n We see passenger trains, steam engines, 

a early diesel locomotives
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C&NW Ry. Manitowoc County

Cleveland Water Tank
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Cleveland Water Tank - Model

Water Tank and Section Houses
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Cleveland Depot

Cleveland Depot
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Cleveland Depot - Model

Cheese Distribution- Cleveland 
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Cheese Distribution- Model

Cheese Distributor - Deck 
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Fischer Creek Bridge

Fischer Creek 
Bridge
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Fischer Creek Bridge

Farm Scene
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Farm Scene

Collecting Information
n Historical Societies - Local
n National C&NW Historical Society
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Collecting 
Information

Collecting Information
n Display at Rahr-West Museum
n Modeling as an Art Form
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Measure Up Actual Structures

Network - People Who Can Help
n The more people who know of your 

interest, the better chance to find 
information.
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Old Mill Pictures

Old Mill Reference Picture



Richard Hanke 01/13/2006

Modeling Manitowoc County Railroads 13

Modeling the Historical Structure
n Organize information
n Mock-up
n Practice sub-sections of 

structure
n Final structure
n Scene
n Added Details

Three Ring Binders
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Head to the Work Bench

Mock-up Structure 

n Test structure with a paper model
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Practice Sub-sections 
n Test modeling techniques on on 

small material.

Practice Modeling Techniques
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Final Structure and Details

Model Railroading is Fun and 
Can Help Relive History
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More Points of Interest


