
Page  1

November 10 & 11,2012
UPCOMING  EVENTS :

     WISE Youth Group meeting
dates on WISE website

 December 4,2011

WISE Meet - Best Western

Plus Midway Hotel - Brookfield

            January 15,2012

WISE Meet - Best Western

Plus Midway Hotel - Brookfield

           February 18,2012

   WISE Bus Trip Mad City Show

             Details on page 5

 February 19,2012

WISE Meet - Best Western

Plus Midway Hotel - Brookfield

THE  OWL  CAR
WISCONSIN SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION

OF THE NMRA

December   2011
Trainfest

sets a new attendance record !
     Visit the Trainfest website and get all the information. Everything
from the attendance numbers to the award winners and more.
     After nearly a year in planning by the Trainfest Committee, the
committee celebrated the 40th anniversary with start of a new yearly
award; The Trainfest - John H. Tews, MMR - Spirit of Model Rail-
roading Award. The award was presented by the Trainfest Commit-
tee on November 11, 2011 to John H. Tews, MMR, Executive Direc-
tor of Trainfest for the past 20 years along with the awards for lay-
outs, displays, modules.
     Check the Trainfest website often as the site is updated

with more great highlights from Trainfest 2011.

NOVEMBER  CONTESTS
By Bonnie Janke Contest Director

     As we come to the month of November and Trainfest is  in the
past, for another year, we can only hope that you had a great time
there and have come up with some new things that you had gotten
ideas of, that you may want to enter in our next contest December
4th, at the Best Western on Moreland Ave., in Brookfield.  We are
looking forward to seeing all of you at the next meet, and are looking
forward also, to what you may be bringing to enter in our contest.
We have a very nice place to meet and a lot of room to be used for
your entries.

     Can only say that we just didn’t have much of a contest at Bur-
lington and thought maybe you are waiting for the December meet.
Don’t wait to finish some contest item that has been sitting on your
work bench, try taking some time to finish it before our next meet
and take a chance to take home a 1st place or maybe even a “BEST
OF SHOW” plaque. We are looking forward to seeing you in the
Contest room and enjoy meeting new/old modelers in the hobby
that wish to share their talents with us.

                                         Results on page 4
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From the Superintendent:

     I am writing this on the heels of another successful Trainfest.
From the crowd, and talking with vendors, it is another show we
can be proud of. Thank you to the Trainfest committee, WISE Divi-
sion board of directors and all of you who volunteered to make the
40th annual Trainfest an enjoyable and successful event.

     A thank you also goes to Paul Podlaski and his helpers for con-
ducting the Boy Scout Railroad Merit Badge clinic on October 8. A
total of 38 Scouts received their badges at this educational event
hosted annually by the Division.

     A few weeks ago I was notified that the NMRA would be raising
dues on January 1, 2012. Regular memberships will increase by $5 to
$44, and subscriptions to NMRA Magazine will increase by $3 to
$22.  Sustaining memberships (including the magazine) will increase
by $13 to $110, and student memberships (including the magazine)
will increase by $4 to $32. Doing this in the current economic con-
ditions is not a good move as far as I’m concerned. However, I have
contacted the headquarters staff and clarified that you can renew
early and for multiple years, so depending whether or not you sub-
scribe to the magazine will also help your savings. The point is – re-
new NOW! Contact the NMRA office in Chattanooga if you have
any questions.

     We are still looking for some volunteers. Aside from a coordina-
tor/director position for the youth group, we now need a clinic di-
rector as now-Chief Clerk Al Lederman has asked to step down due
to his new clerk duties. While the position is a bit of work (I, know,
I had it for two years), and probably one of the more important
ones in the Division, we are fortunate to have a talented, and gener-
ous, pool of clinicians who are willing to help. And the bonus is you
get to know a lot of knowledgeable people in the process. Please
contact me if you are interested in either position.
                                                     Continued on page 3

Superintendent’s Corner By Joe RussWISE BOARD 2011-2012
OFFICERS:
Superintendent                Assistant Superintendent
 Joe Russ                             Kurt Wamser
 262-408-1946                     414-791-7549

Chief Clerk           Paymaster
 Al Lederman           Bob Sherman
 414-354-9579                     262-790-9830

Past Superintendent
 Linda Sukup
414-446-9508

DIRECTORS:

Trainfest®                        Achievement Program
John Tews MMR Cedor Aronow
262-820-3566           262-242-0108

Clinics                          Contests
Al Lederman           Bonnie Janke
262-617-6064           262-392-9698

Layout Tours           Membership
Tim Scott                           Neal Michel
262-786-3327           414-817-1278

Newsletter/ Website       Picnic
Kurt Wamser           Ed Varick
414-791-7549                      414-761-2068

Video Library
Burnell Breaker
262-939-9193

Directors at Large:

Dick Cecil                           Gary Children
414-236-5386           414-327-1666

LaRoye Chisley           Ted Lewtas
414-352-3546           414-362-9798

Coordinators:

Bus Trips                           Youth Group
Art Oseland
414-764-5375

TRAINFEST® , the Trainfest® logo
and Trainfest EXPRESS® are regis-
tered trademarks of the WISE Divi-

sion, NMRA Inc.      Hobby Stores that support the WISE Division of the
NMRA and it’s Members:
Greenfield News & Hobby            Jetco’s Hiawatha Hobbies
Greenfield   414-281-1800            Waukesha   262-544-4131

Sommerfeld’s                               South Side Trains
Butler    262-783-7797                  Milwaukee   414-482-1566

 Walthers / Terminal Hobby
 Milwaukee   414-461-1050

In case of … bad weather
WISE meet cancelations  will be
posted on the “Home” page of
the WISE website along with
posting with Milwaukee TV chan-
nels 6 and 12.
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 Superintendent continued from page 2

Unfortunately I once again have some sad news.
Long-time member Richard Schmidt passed away Octo-
ber 13. Richard always volunteered to help at Trainfest,
had his layout open for a couple of Division meets and
was an active member of the Wilson Park Model Rail-
roaders. Our condolences to his family and friends. He
will be missed.

     Mark your calendars for upcoming WISE Division
bus trips February 18 to the Mad City Model Railroad
Show and April 28 to the Green Bay show. See Art
Osland at the December or January meet to sign up.

     Finally, January will mark the return of the Division’s
Beginners Meet. If you know anyone who is starting in
the hobby, have them attend the meet on January 15.
We’ll be covering track laying, basic scenery and main-
tenance.

     Wishing all of you a safe and happy holiday season,

      Joe Russ

Looking for a great Christmas gift for that special
someone who is a model railroad enthusiast?

    How about an NMRA (National Model Railroad
Association) membership? For new members and
those who have not been NMRA members for two
years or more the NMRA has a great deal: a 6
month membership for only $9.95. Application
forms are available at the sign in table at each of the
Division meets or go to www.NMRA.org. and click
on  “Join the NMRA”.

MEMBERSHIP
By Neal Michel    Membership Director

WISE Member Directory
     The new WISE Directory is printed and avail-
able. Distribution will at December meet. Directo-
ries will be available at the Video Library table with
Director Burnell Breaker

     The directory consists of the membership as of
December 31, 2010 and the information that each
member provided.  There was ONLY enough
printed for 1each to current NMRA members.

      Thank you to Dave Poquette for over seeing
this project.

WISE  BUS TRIPS for 2012

Mad City train show Madison February 18, 2012.
Price per person is $34 which includes coffee, donuts,
water, and soda on the bus, bus fare and admission
into the show. Lunch on your own. Departing  Milwau-
kee locations 7a.m. return by 5p.m.
     Payment is due at December or January Wise
meets.
     Contact Art Oseland P.O. Box 100552 Cudahy, WI.
53110 or sueoseland@aol.com.

     Green Bay trip price coming soon.

     Greetings from your Video Librarian. Just a re-
minder that I will have the WISE Division’s com-
plete library of VHS tapes and DVD’s available for
members to check out. I will bring all DVD’s and
select VHS tapes to the December meet. The next
likely meet where I will bring the complete collec-
tion is the January 2012 meet.

     Also remember that our complete video library
is listed on our newly rebuilt website. If there is a
video that you really want to see and want to be
sure it is at the meet for you to pick up, call or
email me and I will make sure to bring the video(s)
to the meet for you. My contact information is
listed with all of the other board members in the
Owl Car.

VIDEO LIBRARY
By Burnell Breaker   Video Library Director
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October Contest Results :

Best of Show - Motive Power Steam
   Andy Breaker -  CNW
   “Class J-4” 2-8-4 #2810

1st place Non– Revenue Freight Equipment
Andy Breaker -  CNW  Caboose

1st place Non– Revenue Freight Equipment
Ed Varick - EDRIT Caboose

Motive Power Steam - Andy Breaker
CNW “Class M-3” 0-6-0 #2615

October Contest Entries :

Passenger Equipment - Ed Varick
EDRIT Superdome

Model Photo - Dave Phillips
“Rock Job”



Page  5



December 4,2011    Best Western Plus Midway Hotel
1005 s. Moorland Rd. - Brookfield

 12:30pm Meet Opens:    Registration - Contest - Swap Meet

Clinics:

  1pm   Dick Cecil - The Milwaukee Road’s Beer Line

 2pm   Don Leistikow - Milwaukee from a Streetcar

 3pm    Don Leistikow - Milwaukee from a Streetcar continued

The WISE Owl Car is published by the Wisconsin Southeastern (WISE) Division of the National Model Railroad Association (NMRA).
Subscription is free to all NMRA members residing in the boundaries of the WISE Division. The Wisconsin Southeastern Division,
Inc. does not offer any warranties or guarantees ,nor assume any liability from the information contained in this publication. Permis-
sion is granted to use news items in other publications provided credit is given to the Owl Car and author. Trainfest® , the Tra in-
fest® logo and Trainfest EXPRESS® are registered trademarks of the WISE Division, NMRA , Inc. Please send any comments ,
information, or articles to Editor Kurt Wamser, kwmilwrd@wi.rr.com  or call 414-791-7549
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