NMRA Achievement Program
Judging at the March Meet

By Dr. Cedor Aronow

That 1s the question the judges for the NMRA
Achievement Program must answer when they are
judging the quality of a model that the builder has
asked them to evaluate for merit points.

The NMRA Achievement program is a fun and
educational way to have your work critiqued by
judges who are familiar with building and modeling ]
techniques. There are guidelines that are published  “59,
by the NMRA for the judges to use as they evaluate
a model for merit points. There is some leeway for
the judges, but the points are awarded based on a
matrix for each of the several categories that are
judged for each model. The points awarded are not
done so in an arbitrary manner. Guidelines must be
followed.

Many modelers are reticent about entering a model
mto a judged contest at a National or Regional
convention because of the notion that those judges
are extremely stingy and picky in awarding points.
There is a difference between a contest and judging
for merit awards. The judges always use the guide-
lines for awarding points but in picking the 1st
place entry in a contest often involve some decision
making on the part of the judges. Everything is
Judged for merit points, but the picking of the Ist,
2nd and 3rd place award involves a somewhat dif-
ferent approach by the judges.
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